
1 
 

Codebook 

Egypt Protest Event Project (January 1, 2012 - July 3, 2013) 

 
Section 1. Basic Information 

 

In this section we record basic information about the event and when / by whom it was coded. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

recordnumber Pre-entered 
number 

The unique record number for the event. This variable will be pre-
entered, and you should not alter it. 

coderinitials Free form Your initials. Please use the same initial format throughout your work 
on this project. 

datecoded Date The date on which you coded the event. Enter in the format YYYY-
MM-DD. If an event took you more than one day to code, enter the 
date on which you started to code it. 

narrative Free form A one to two sentence summary of the event, describing briefly its 
purpose, who participated, and what happened. Many of these 
characteristics will be entered formally later as separate variables, but it’s 
important also to have a more narrative description of what happened. 
Please write this narrative in English. 

nameofevent Free form 
(optional) 

If this was a named protest/event (or part of a named protest day) state 
the name of the event (e.g., “Friday of Rage”). If the event does not 
have a name, leave blank. You can write the event name in Arabic. 

startdate Date The date on which the event started. Enter in the format YYYY-MM-
DD. 

enddate Date The date on which the event ended. Enter in the format YYYY-MM-
DD. 

 

Section 2: Location 

 

The goal in this section is to identify the event location as specifically as possible. To do so, you 

might need to consult some online sources to help you. You will have to determine the governorate 

where the event occurred and, wherever possible, the district as well. Further, if the specific location 

of the event is listed (i.e., the building or square where it occurs) you should try to identify the exact 

GPS coordinates of that location. The following online sources can be helpful: 

 

If an event is a march, which moves from one place to another, use the ending point of the march. 

In the free form location variable, though, please mention all the locations noted in the article, 

including the start and end point. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

governorate Drop-down Egypt is organized into twenty-seven governorates. Select the 
governorate in which the event occurred. Usually the governorate in 
which the event occurred is listed in the article, but sometimes you 
might need to Google place names in the article to figure out the event 
location. Remember that the city of Cairo spans two governorates: Giza 
(on the West bank of the Nile) and Cairo (on the East bank). There is 
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also a “National” option if the event does not take place in a specific 
location, but rather draws participants from all over the country (e.g., a 
national boycott campaign). 

district Drop-down 
(optional) 

The next level of administration below the governorate in Egypt is the 
district (351 total). It can sometimes be difficult (or impossible) to 
identify the specific district in which an event takes place, but please do 
your best to do so. Though the district will rarely be explicitly 
mentioned in the article, if a specific landmark, town, or place is 
mentioned you can usually figure out the district using Google Maps. 
Select the district from the drop-down menu, or leave blank if you 
cannot identify the district. 

location Free form 
(optional) 

If a specific event location (i.e., a mosque, a square, a public building) is 
mentioned in the article, write it here (in Arabic). 

gpslat Number 
(optional) 

If a specific event location is mentioned in the article, and you are able 
to identify that location in Google Maps, you will enter the GPS 
coordinates of that location. To identify the GPS coordinates of a 
specific point in Google Maps, right-click on the point and select 
“What’s here?” A box will appear with two numbers separated by a 
comma. Enter the first number (the latitude) here.  

gpslong Number 
(optional) 

Enter the second number (the longitude) in the GPS coordinates for the 
specific event location. 

locationtype Drop down Select from the drop-down list the type of location where the event 
occurred: 

• Mosque 

• Midan – any public square or roundabout 

• Market 

• Government building – any publicly owned building 

• Factory or industrial site 

• Infrastructure – e.g., canal, highway, railroad track, airport (but 
not road) 

• University 

• School – primary or secondary 

• Embassy 

• Main road 

• Small road or side road 

• Party building – office or headquarters of a political party, 
group, or movement 

• Police station 

• Company offices 

• Other 

tahrir Binary Did the event (or any part of it) take place in Tahrir Square? Enter “1” if 
yes, “0” if no 

 

Section 3: Size 

 

In this section we will record the size of the event (i.e., the number of participants). As you will see, 

we have various ways of determining and recording participation numbers. 
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Variable name Type Description / instructions 

sizeexact Number 
(optional) 

If the article mentions a specific number of participants (e.g., 350) enter 
that number. If the article does not mention a specific number of 
participants, leave blank. 

sizeestimate Number 
(optional) 

If you entered a number for the previous variable, leave this variable 
blank. Otherwise you will enter a size number based on an estimate. In 
most cases, articles will either name a size range or give an estimate.  
 
We will use the following rules to enter size estimates: 

• If the article gives a range, enter the upper end of the range 
(e.g., “10-20 protesters gathered” - enter 20). 

• If the articles says the size fluctuated over the course of the 
day, enter the highest number listed (e.g., “300 protesters 
gathered at first, but after the police arrived the number fell to 
10 or 20…” - enter 300). 

• If two articles give different estimates of size, use the larger of 
the two estimates. 

 
Further, sometimes an article uses a word like “tens” or “hundreds” to 
describe participation. We will translate these into numbers as follows: 

• “Tens” = 31 

• “Hundreds” = 301 

• “Thousands” = 3001 

• “Tens of thousands” = 30001 

• “Hundreds of thousands” = 300001 

• “A couple” = 2 

• “A few / several” = 3 (which also means, for example, several 
thousand = 3001) 

• “A number of” = 5 

• “Many” = 9 (which also means, for example, many thousands 
= 9001) 
 

Note that all these estimated numbers end in “1.” This gives us a way 
later on of determining which numbers in the dataset were estimated, 
versus which ones are exact. 
 
If no information on size is given enter -99. 

sizecategory Drop down In addition to entering the specific size of the event, we will categorize 
events according to ranges. This is another way of measuring event 
sizes. Select one from the drop-down list: 

• (1) 10-99  

• (2) 100-999 participants 

• (3) 1,000-4,999 participants 

• (4) 5,000-9,999 participants 

• (5) 10,000-49,999 participants 

• (6) 50,000-99,999 participants 

• (7) 100,000-499,999 participants 

• (8) 500,000 or more participants 

• Size category cannot be determined 
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sizetext Free form 
(optional) 

Enter the actual text in the article used to determine the event size (e.g., 
“hundreds of protesters”). In Arabic. 

 

Section 4: Demands 

 

In this section we will record information about the demands of the event. Some of these variables 

seek to group demands according to categories. Some ask specific questions about whether a 

demand was related to a particular issue or targeting a specific actor. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

demandtypeone Drop down Here you will categorize the major demand of the event according to 
ten broad categories listed in a drop-down. Even if an event’s demands 
can’t be easily categorized, please try your best to pick one: 

• Social 

• Labor  

• Human rights / civic freedoms 

• Environmental 

• Religious 

• Security 

• Corruption 

• Politics (national) 

• Politics (international) 

• Politics (local) 

demandtypetwo Drop down Select a more specific demand category from the drop-down list. The 
drop-down options will depend on what you selected in the previous 
variable. The more specific demand types are as follows 
 
Social 

• Health – demands related to healthcare, including access to 
healthcare, children’s health, women’s health, immunization, 
and costs of healthcare 

• Education – demands related to education, including primary 
school, secondary school, university, or job training 

• Subsidies – demands concerning subsidies for bread, fuel, or 
other products 

• Social welfare program – demands related to a particular social 
welfare program, like unemployment insurance, public 
pensions, or anti-poverty programs 

• Cost of living – demands related to rising costs of living, 
including housing costs, food costs, or costs for basic goods 

• Infrastructure – demands concerning the quality of 
infrastructure or the availability of infrastructure services (e.g., 
roads, electricity, sewage systems, gasoline) 

• Regional inequality – demands related to perceived government 
neglect of certain regions 

• Other – other social demand not listed 
 
Labor  
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• Wages – demands concerning low or unpaid wages 

• Hiring – demands concerning the fairness or transparency of 
hiring practices 

• Working conditions – demands related to poor work 
conditions, including worker safety, abuse of workers, workers’ 
health, or injury compensation 

• Retirement – demands related to retirement policies, including 
pensions and retirement age 

• Unemployment – demands regarding unemployment payments 
or unemployment policies 

• Job security / promotions – demands related to policies around 
job security or promotions 

• Fired – demands from workers who were fired or laid off to be 
reinstated 

• Rights of businessmen – demands related to business and trade 
issues, including customs, fees, international trade, investment 
laws, etc 

• Opposing union – demands against a specific union or 
syndicate 

• Contracts – demands related to work contracts, including 
policies regarding permanent / temporary employment or 
subcontracting 

• Other – other labor demands 
 
Human rights / civic freedoms 

• Freedom of speech / protest – demands related to freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, or freedom to assemble / protest 

• Arrests / detentions – demands related to arbitrary arrest or 
detention practices, including demands for the release of 
detained citizens 

• Prison conditions / sentencing – demands related to prison 
conditions (e.g., prisoner abuse) or sentencing (e.g., right to a 
trial, right to an attorney) 

• Repression / police violence – demands related to abuse or 
violence committed by a security force or the police 

• Women's rights – demands related to women’s rights or 
women’s issues, including gender discrimination, women’s 
employment, and the legal rights of women 

• Minority rights (non-religious) – demands related to non-
religious minority rights (e.g., Nubians, Upper Egyptians) 

• Other – other human rights or civic freedoms demands 
 
Environmental 

• Pollution – demands related to pollution (e.g., from factories, 
sewage, etc.) 

• Garbage – demands related to garbage (e.g., garbage in the 
streets, non-collection of waste) 

• Climate change – demands that the government enact policies 
to combat climate change 



6 
 

• Flooding – demands related to flooding 

• Land use – demands related to land use or land rights, including 
appropriation of land, transfer of land from one party to 
another, access to land, etc. 

• Other – other environmental demands 
 
Religious 

• Supporting religion in public life – demands supporting the 
influence of religion on politics or law 

• Opposing religion in public life – demands opposing the 
influence of religion on politics or law 

• Religious freedom – demands for the freedom to practice a 
religion, belong to a religious group, or show religious beliefs in 
public 

• Minority rights (religious) – demands for greater religious 
minority rights (e.g., Christian, Shia, Bahai) 

• Other – other religious demands 
 
Security 

• Terrorism / militancy – demands denouncing terrorism or 
militancy 

• Crime – demands condemning high levels of crime or particular 
acts of crime 

• Demanding security – demands for the state to increase security 
or police presence, or for the police to intervene to solve a 
particular problem 

• Other – other security-related demands 
 
Corruption 

• Corruption in politics – demands decrying or denouncing the 
presence of corruption in a government body / agency or in 
politics in general 

• Corruption in business – demands decrying or denouncing the 
presence of corruption in a private business 

• Other – other corruption-related demands 
 

Politics (national) 

• Government support – expressions of general support for the 
president / government, or one of his policies 

• Government opposition – expressions of general opposition to 
the president / government, including calls for its resignation or 
opposition to one of his policies 

• Party support – expressions of general support for a particular 
political party, movement, or group 

• Party opposition – expressions of general opposition for a 
particular political party, movement, or group 

• Constitution – demands related to the constitution, including 
the constitution-writing process, the constitutional referendum, 
or the Constituent Assembly 
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• Elections – demands related to elections (either previous or 
planned), including regarding election rules and timelines 

• Other – other national political demands 
 
Politics (international) 

• Palestine/Israel – demands related to the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine, including supporting Palestinian rights and statehood 
or condemning Israeli policies and practices 

• Arab Spring – demands related to the Arab Spring protests in 
neighboring countries, including expressions of solidarity with 
anti-regime groups or movements in other countries 

• United States – demands related to the United States’ presence, 
policies, or actions in Egypt or the Middle East, or the Egyptian 
governments’ policies towards the US 

• Europe – demands related to Europe, the EU, or a specific 
European country, and its presence, policies, or actions in 
Egypt or the Middle East, or the Egyptian governments’ 
policies towards Europe or a European country 

• Gulf – demands related to the Gulf, the GCC, or a specific 
Gulf country, and its presence, policies, or actions in Egypt or 
the Middle East, or the Egyptian governments’ policies towards 
the Gulf or a Gulf country 

• Iran – demands related to Iran, and its presence, policies, or 
actions in Egypt or the Middle East, or the Egyptian 
governments’ policies towards Iran 

• International trade – demands related to policies involving 
international trade (e.g., import tariffs / quotas, free-trade 
agreements, free-trade zones) 

• Other – other international political demands 
 

Politics (local) 

• Local support – expressions of general support for a local 
political figure or authority 

• Local opposition – expressions of general opposition toward a 
local political figure or authority (including demands for his/her 
removal) 

• Jurisdiction – demands by local residents to change the 
jurisdiction or administration of their town 

• Other – other local political demands 

demandother Free form 
(optional) 

If you selected “Other” for the previous variable, in a few words briefly 
explain the demands (in English). Depending on how frequently these 
other demands come up, we may add them to the drop down lists. 

target Drop down Here you will select the primary type of political authority that the event 
is targeting. Select one from the drop-down list: 

• Private company / companies 

• Government employer 

• Egyptian government – including the president, his cabinet / 
advisers, or members of his government 

• Ministry or government agency 
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• The Shura Council 

• The Constituent Assembly 

• Foreign government 

• Regional or local government 

• Political party or group – including parties, movements, or 
lobbying groups 

• The military 

• The police 

• Union – e.g., ETUF, EFITU 

• University 

• Other 

antiMB Binary Were demands explicitly related to the Muslim Brotherhood or any of 
its affiliated groups (e.g., the FJP, the Morsi administration)? Enter “1” 
if yes, “0” if no. 

antiMorsi Binary Were demands explicitly about or directed toward Mohamed Morsi or 
his administration? For this condition to be met, Morsi or his 
government must be mentioned in the article. Enter “1” if yes, “0” if 
no. 

Morsifall Binary Did the event call for the resignation or downfall of the Morsi 
government (including demands for early presidential elections)? Enter 
“1” if yes, “0” if no. 

milintervene Binary Did the event call for the military to intervene and depose the Morsi 
government? Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. 

 

Section 5: Organizers and Participants 

 

In this section we will code variables related to who organized and participated in the event. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

organizer Free form 
(optional) 

If the event was organized or called for by a specific group, party, 
movement, or organization write the name of that actor here (in 
Arabic). Otherwise leave blank. 

orgtype Drop down 
(optional) 

If you entered an actor for the previous variable, select what type of 
actor it is from the drop-down list: 

• Union – a specific labor union or professional syndicate 

• Political party – a formal political party (e.g., Wafd Party) or 
political front (e.g., National Salvation Front, Tayyar Shaabi) 

• Civil society organization – a non-governmental and non-profit 
organization devoted to social, economic, legal, sports, or 
cultural issues 

• Religious group – a group, like a mosque or a church, whose 
primary identity is based around religion (if this group is also a 
party or movement, then list it as a political party or movement) 

• Political movement – a politically-oriented social or youth 
movement (e.g., the 6 April Youth, Tamarod) 

• Neighborhood group – a neighborhood council, association, 
coordinating committee, or watch group 
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• Old regime group – a group affiliated with the former Mubarak 
regime, including feloul groups, beltageyya, or former NDP 
politicians 

• Student group – a student association, club, or council 

• Sports group – a fan club or sports association 

• Other – another type of group 

orgMB Binary Was the Muslim Brotherhood or its political party, the FJP, the 
organizer or one of the organizers of the event? Enter “1” if yes, “0” if 
no. 

orgNSF Binary Was the National Salvation Front involved in the organization of the 
event? Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. 

orgTamarod Binary Was the Tamarod movement involved in the organization of the event? 
Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. 

participantsector Binary Did the following types of people participate in the event? Enter “1” if 
yes, “0” if no. [In the spreadsheet there will be a column devoted to 
each of the participant sectors] 

• Youth/students 

• Laborers / workers 

• Peasants / farmers 

• Members of political parties 

• Activists / members of political movements 

• Government workers 

• Business people 

• Neighborhood or village residents 

• Ultras 

• Salafis 

• Copts 

• Muslim Brothers / Sisters 

• Soldiers 

• Police 

• Feloul (e.g., former NDP members, Mubarak-era officials) 

• Beltageyya (thugs) 

participantother Free form 
(optional) 

Mention any participating groups or sectors not included in the list 
above (in Arabic). 

 

Section 6: Tactics 

 

In this section we will code variables related the tactics used in the event, including the type of 

action taken, whether it’s part of a campaign, and any use of violence. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

tacticprimary Drop-down Select the primary tactic used in the event. Even though an event may 
sometimes involve multiple tactics, try to select the one that best 
describes the major activity at the event. The next variable should be 
used to categorize secondary tactics used. Select from the following: 

• Demonstration / protest – a group of people gathers in a fixed 
place for a limited period of time chanting slogans, holding 
signs and otherwise airing grievances 
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• March – a group of people marches from one location to 
another, often chanting slogans, holding signs and otherwise 
airing grievances 

• Occupation / sit-in – a group of people occupies and refuses to 
leave a public or private space for a period of time 

• Human chain – a group of people forms a human chain by 
linking arms or legs 

• Roadblock or blockade – a group of people blocks a road or 
other passage point, deliberately interrupting the flow of 
vehicles, goods, or people 

• Strike – a group of people stops working in unison to denounce 
a policy or practice, usually of an employer 

• Mass attack or mob – a group of people attacks a political 
group, a property, or a piece of infrastructure with the intent of 
inflicting bodily harm or physical damage 

• Petition – a group of people collects signatures on a petition 

• Hunger strike – a group of people refuses to eat until their 
demands are met (remember that to count as an event, this 
must involve more than one person) 

• Boycott – a group of people refuses to visit a location, attend a 
particular type of event, frequent a business, or participate in an 
activity until their demands are met 

• Other 

tacticsecondary Drop down 
(optional) 

If a secondary tactic is used, select it from the drop-down (same one as 
above). If there is no secondary tactic, leave blank. 

campaign Free form 
(optional) 

If the event is part of a broader campaign, write the name of the 
campaign or briefly describe it (in Arabic). 

Tamarodcampaign Binary Is the event explicitly related to or part of the Tamarod campaign? 
Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. 

violence Drop down Select from the drop-down the most appropriate description of level of 
violence deployed by participants in the event: 

• No known civilian violence 

• Riot – unarmed civilian violence targeted against state, police, 
other authorities, or property (unarmed means no use of 
weapons or improvised explosives, but could include use of 
sticks, rocks, other objects) 

• Brawl or gang violence – unarmed street fighting between 
civilian groups (unarmed means no use of weapons or 
improvised explosives, but could include use of sticks, rocks, 
other objects) 

• Armed combat – fighting against other civilian groups or state 
authorities using weapons or improvised explosives 

propertydamage Drop down Select from the drop-down the most appropriate description of the type 
of property damage that was inflicted: 

• No known property damage 

• Mob action but no property damage – a property is attacked 
but no damage actually occurs 

• Minor property damage – e.g., broken windows, broken fences 
or doors, bricks displaced, signs or logos defaced 
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• Sporadic looting or arson 

• Widespread looting or arson 

• Total property destruction – i.e., entire property is destroyed 
beyond use 

MBproperty Binary Was an MB property (e.g., a party office or headquarters) attacked 
during the event? Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. 

 

Section 7: Repression 

 

In this section we will code variables describing how authorities responded to the event, including 

levels of repression used. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

repression Drop down Select from the drop-down the most appropriate description of the level 
of repression used against participants in the event: 

• No known coercion, no security presence 

• Security forces present at event but no security action 

• Participants summoned to security facility before or after event 

• Physical harassment by security forces (e.g., blocking path) 

• Arrests / detentions 

• Injuries inflicted by security forces 

• Deaths inflicted by security forces 

repressiontype Drop down 
(optional) 

If repression was used at the event, select the type of repression (if no 
repression was used, leave blank): 

• Rudimentary crowd control (e.g., beating with sticks, kicking, 
and use of shields) 

• Escalated crowd control (e.g., teargas, water cannon) 

• Firing rubber bullets at civilians 

• Firing live ammunition into the air 

• Firing live ammunition or bombs at civilians 

repressiveagent Binary Did the following types of authorities participate in repression of the 
event? Enter “1” if yes, “0” if no. [In the spreadsheet there will be a 
column devoted to each of the types of authorities] 

• Police / security forces 

• Military 

• Thugs or baltagiyya 

• Local residents 

• Political party (other than the FJP) 

• Employer (e.g., private security force hired by employer) 

• The Muslim Brotherhood or the FJP 

• Other 

killed Number Enter the number of people killed at the event. Enter 0 if no one was 
killed or if the article does not mention anyone being killed. If an 
estimate of deaths is given, use the same coding rules as those used to 
estimate event size. If deaths occurred but no number is listed enter -1. 

injured Number Enter the number of people injured at the event. Enter 0 if no one was 
injured or if the article does not mention anyone being injured. If an 
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estimate of injuries is given, use the same coding rules as those used to 
estimate event size. If injuries occurred but no number is listed enter -1. 

arrested Number Enter the number of people arrested at the event. Enter 0 if no one was 
arrested or if the article does not mention anyone being arrested. If an 
estimate of arrests is given, use the same coding rules as those used to 
estimate event size. If arrests occurred but no number is listed enter -1. 

 

Section 8: Sources 

 

In this section we will code variables describing the sources used. Below I only provide instructions 

for the variables related to the first source. However, in the spreadsheet there will be columns 

available for second and third sources. If only one source is used, you should only fill in the variables 

related to the first source and leave the others blank. 

 

Variable name Type Description / instructions 

sourcename1 Drop down The name of the source used. This will automatically be set at MY (al-
Masry al-Youm) for now, but in the future if we add further sources you 
will select from a drop-down list. 

articletitle1 Free form Paste or write the article title (in Arabic) 

articledate1 Date The date on which the article was published. Note that the date of the 
event and the date of the article will often not be the same (because the 
article will typically be published in the newspaper the day after the 
event). Enter in the format YYYY-MM-DD. 

pagenumber1 Number 
(optional) 

The page number where the article was published (if available). 

URL1 Free form Paste the URL to the article. 

DB1 Free form Create a URL to the source in Dropbox and paste it here. To do so 
follow these steps: 

• Click on the button with the three dots to the right of the file in 
Dropbox 

• Select “Share” 

• Click on “Create a link” – this will create a unique link to the 
file 

• Click “Copy link” – this copies the link to your clipboard 

• Paste the link into the cell 

 


